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-- My first assignment as a pastor was at two passvhich were
highly agricultural. | can remember talking to soafi¢heir farmers
about the harvest. Several of them remarked hothearend, the
results of their harvest were all up to God.

-- These were people who planned well. They cuitigdhe soil, put
on just the right type of fertilizer for their cropnd they’d always
complain about the weather: too dry, too much naat,raining at the
right time. Yet they knew they were dependent u@od for their
very livelihood.

-- I'm sure many of you know what I’'m talking aboénd I'm sure
many pastors could learn a lesson or two from tieseers who
know their utter dependence upon the Lord.

-- Once there was a younger minister who was tglkona very
successful pastor who had grown his congregatidrhad a young,
lively community. He wondered what was the keyitduccess.

-- The older pastor respondelbe, you have to know what is in your
control and what isn’t...and there isn’t really thatuch that is in
your control.He knew the prospering of his parish was not his o
doing. Most of it was due to circumstances he didréate.

-- Now, this flies in the face of our American resothat we can do
anything we set our minds to do. But it fits in weith the message
of the familiar parable that Jesus tells in oungpbs

-- Notice how the farmer sows the seed in a prettglom manner.
That may not be good agricultural practice, bt @ften how the
circumstance of our lives come at us—in a pretigloam manner.

-- God is generous and pretty indiscriminate imwing out his
grace. And not all of it produces good fruit. Bt doesn’t matter.
Jesus’ story doesn’t concentrate on the lost deadyhlights the



overwhelming harvest which comes from the seeddbeas produce
good fruit.

-- There are so many things we cannot control abautives. And if
we try to control what we can’t, we go crazy. Cask is to sow the
seeds of love...do what we can where we are... ane ldse/rest up
to God.

-- | can’t, for a moment, think that | can comenii@t. Caspar’s as the
Savior of the parish. There’s only one Savior...drat tertainly isn’t
me! Of course, God expects me to use my gifts asllmn in
serving your parish, and he’ll demand an accourfonghat.

-- Each of us can be tempted, in our own way, itaktthat everything
depends upon us. That's really a subtle manneutihg ourselves in
God’s place.

-- We all have responsibilities in life, and weladlve gifts God has
given us to help meet those responsibilities. Waukhuse them well.
But there comes a point where we must turn things to the Lord,
who is really in charge of everything.

-- God has given us the assurance that his lovegyaawt is always
there. The prophet Isaiah said it beautifully whercompared God’s
word to the rain that waters the earth and prodgoesl fruit.

-- At this point in time, many of us (especiallyrdarmers) are
starting to pray for physical rain for the cropatthave been planted.
But we should also be immersing ourselves in Gadisd, through
prayer and reading of scripture, so we can be sbed by the Lord.
-- Then we will begin to sow the seeds of love...um families, at
work, in the community and our parish. And God wibt disappoint
us. The harvest will be greater than we can imagine



